THE DANBY ADMINISTRATION
Peterborough resigned. Who was to take his place ? Who
should command the combined regiment but the brilliant
officer who had planted the lilies of France on the parapet
of the Maestricht half-moon, whose quality was known
throughout the French Army, who had been thanked by
Louis in the field, and whose advancement was so entirely
agreeable to Charles II, to the Duke of York, and to both
their lady-loves ? A news-letter from Paris on March 19,
1674,says:
Lord Peterborough's regiment, now in France, is to be broken
up and some companies of it joined to the companies that went
out of the Guards last summer, and be incorporated into one
regiment, and to remain there for the present under the command
of Captain Churchill, son of Sir Winston,1
But before Churchill could receive the colonelcy he had
to be presented at Versailles and receive the personal approval
of the Great King. He therefore proceeded to Paris
furnished with a letter from Monmouth to Louvois, the
French Minister of War, which explained the proposed
amalgamation of regiments. On March 21 Louvois wrote
to thank Monmouth for his letter, to announce that
Churchill had been accepted as a colonel in the French service
by Louis XIV, and to suggest that companies not merely
from Skelton's, but also from Sackville's and Hewetson's
regiments, should be included in his command.2 On April 3
the commission was granted, and John Churchill found
himself Colonel in the service of France and at the head of
a regiment of English infantry.3 He was just twenty-four.
He had skipped the rank of lieutenant after Sole Bay; he
now, in the French service, skips the ranks of Major and
Lieutenant-Colonel at a bound. He retained his substantive
rank of Captain in the English Army until January 1675,
1  Le Fleming Papers, H.M.C., p. 108.
2  Louvois to Monmouth, March 31 (N.S.), 1674; Dfydt de lagperre, 391, piece 204,
Cf> Lockhart to Arlington of the same date (S.P,, 78/139, f. 73).
8 The original commission, dated April 3/13, is at Blenheim. Lord Wolseley has
made two errors in connexion with this commission. In the first place he has dated it
March 3/13, and in the second place he has linked it with a correspondence of Louvois
throwing doubts on Churchill's suitability for the post, which belongs to nearly three
years later.
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